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1. This ifitpmatianai pidiminaiy examinatioa lepoitbas been prepared by this Intemational Preliminary 
Examinuig Autiiority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36 . 

2. This REPORT consists of a total bCs3. sheets, inchiding this cover sheet. 

i I This rqwrt is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are die basis for fliis report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before fliis Autiiority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of flie Administrative Instructions under flie PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Fonm PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet)(July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINAHON REPORT 
I* Basis of the report 

1. With xegard to cfae elements of the international ^pli^ 

1^ (be inteniational application as oiigiiially filed. 

1^ the descriptiQa: 

pages 1:33 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE ^ filed with die letter of 



International implication No. 
PGTAJS03/2624& 



the claims: 
pages 34-37 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



^ as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
filed with the demand 
filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 1-12 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



X as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 

..filed with die letter of 



Q the sequence listing part of die description: 
pages NONE ^ as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



filed with the demand 
filed with die letter of 



Wifli regard to the bnguage, all flie elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in die 
language m which die mtemational appUcation was filed, unless oflierwise indicated under diis item 
These elements were available or fiimished to fliis Aufliority in die foUowing language which is • 

die language of a tnuislation ftunished for die purposes of mtemational seaidi (under Rule23.1(b)). 
I — I die language of publication of die international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ ^ language of die translation fiimished for die purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

. .Widi regard to any imdeotide and/or ainlno add sequence disclo^ 
mtemational prehminary examination was carried out on die basis of die sequence listing* 

□ contained in the international application in printed form 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ fiimished subsequenfly to this Authority in written form. 

□ fiunished subsequendy to diis Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement fiiat die subsequendy flirnidied written s« 
mtemational application as filed has been fiunished. 

□ The statement ttmt die mfi)rmation recorded m computer rea^ 
has been fiimished " 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages NONE 

□ die claims, Nos. NONE 

□ die diawings, sheets/^ none 

5. □ Thisrq>orthasbeeuMtablishedasif(saineoOlheaii^ 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70 2(c)) ** 

*h^^^'^^^^^'i''"^"r'^ 'V"^ ^ '■^'""^ ^ '«vto«,-«n under Article 14 are r^erred to in I 

^1^1^ fln5i«a«y;?terf mdarenot annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (pules 70.16 ondTO 17) ' 
** Any replacement sheet contaimng such amendments must be r^erred to under item 1 and annexed to tUs^^ 
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International q^plication No. 
PCT/US03/26248 



V, Reasoned statement under Rule <i6.2(a)(0) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and ecplanatlons supporting such statement 

1. STATEMENT 



Novelty (N) Claims NONE YES 

Claims 1:26 NO 

Inventive Step (IS) , Claims NONE ^YES 

Claims 1:26 NO 

Industrial ^licability(IA) Claims 1^6 YES 

Claims NONE ^NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1 - 26 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as bdng antic^ated by Willhite, Jr. et al. (US 4823783) 

With respect to daims 1-26, Willhite, Jr. et al. discloses the disposable absorbent article with ttie daimed bond elements 

and bond pattern areas and bond patterns as set forth in coL 3, line 3 to col. 14, line 27 and figure 3. 

Claims 1-26 lade novelty under PCT Artide 33(2) as being anticipated by SCA Hy^ene (WO 0170159) 
With respect to daims 1-26, SCA Hygiene disdoses die disposable absorbent article with die dmmed bond elements and 
bond pattern areas and bond patterns as set forth in figures 10 and 13 - 15. 

NEW CITATIONS 
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